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IELTS REGISTRATION CHECKLIST

We combine English
teaching expertise
with test preparation
expertise to offer IELTS
preparation courses
that are built around
the needs of test takers.

 Decide which version of the test is right for you by checking with your organisation whether
you need to sit an Academic or General Training test
 Check the IELTS test date using our Online Registration System
www.britishcouncil.org.eg/en/exam/ielts to find up-to date information about test dates
and availability.
 Use our Online Registration System www.britishcouncil.org.eg/en/exam/ielts to book
your place on the test.
 Read the IELTS Notice to Candidates(Included in the pack)
 Attach a photocopy of your valid identification document (your passport or valid
national ID card)
 Prepare the payment for the test fee (LE 995)

You can pay:
• cash or credit card at the British Council in Agouza, Heliopolis or Alexandria
• online through the Online Registration System www.britishcouncil.org.eg/en/exam/ielts

 Submit all documents including your completed online application to one of our offices
www.britishcouncil.org.eg/en/about/contact within five working days of your
online registration.
 Enter relevant addresses in the appropriate fields on the online registration form, for results to
be sent to universities or other educational institutions (maximum of five copies are issues
per candidate).
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• by cheque made payable to the ‘British Council’ (for overseas students only).
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IELTS Study CHECKLIST

We combine English
teaching expertise
with test preparation
expertise to offer IELTS
preparation courses
that are built around
the needs of test takers.
Understand the test format
 Read the Information for Candidates booklet to help you to understand more about the test. (Included in the pack)
 Join our one-day IELTS workshop to help you become more familiar with the test format and the types of questions

you will encounter in the test.
 Enrol on an IELTS preparation course to develop your exam skills, take sample tests and receive personalised feedback.
 Join our weekly “Ask the Expert” live chat session on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/BritishCouncilEgypt
 Check our IELTS test taking tips on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/BritishCouncilEgypt

Practice for confidence
 Try our Road to IELTS resource before you register with 10 hours of free study www.roadtoielts.com/testdrive/

When you register for an IELTS test with us you be able to enjoy a further 20 hours of free access to the learning materials.
 Register for an IELTS practice writing or speaking test to help you evaluate your performance and get advice on

where you need to improve before sitting the IELTS test.
 Get our free Action Plan for IELTS self-study book when you register
 Visit the British Council official IELTS website and check our IELTS practice tests at

www.takeielts.britishcouncil.org/prepare-test/free-practice-tests
 Check our online practise materials on the Learn English website learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/ar/ielts

to help you prepare for the listening, speaking, reading and writing modules of the IELTS test.

Improve your English Exposure
 Speak in English to local and foreign friends on/off line, imitate some good speakers on TV and on the Internet,

record your voice as you speak, speak to yourself in front of a mirror, read your favourite novel out loud, etc.
 Write in English; in Facebook posts, in blogs on www.wordpress.com or www.blogspot.com, in tweets on

Twitter, by exchanging letters, etc.
 Read English newspapers, magazines, journals and literary pieces such as novels and short stories, etc.
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 Listen to English podcasts, radio and TV newscasts, online documentaries, lectures, debates, etc.
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IELTS Test Taking Tips

LISTENING
• Be familiar with the question types. Go to
learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/ielts for
more test practise online!
• Practice Listening attentively and
concentrating for a full 30 minutes.
• Read instructions carefully, don’t just glance
at them. They are not always the same as in
practise or previous tests.
• If you do not know the answer to a Listening
question, try to answer with your best guess.
Incomplete or blank answers will not receive
a mark.
• Do not exceed the word limit or your answer
will be marked incorrect
• Practice Listening to different English accents
as the speakers will use Australian, British and
North American accents.
• Try and anticipate what the speaker will say.
This requires concentration - easy in your own
language, but more difficult in English.
• Remember if you want a high score you
should aim to get all questions in parts one and
two correct. Don’t make any careless mistakes
in the easier sections.
• Small errors can lead to low score such as bad
spelling or omitting an ’s’.
• Don’t panic if you think the topic is too difficult
or the speaker is too fast. Relax and tune in.
• Read, write and listen at the same time. Tricky
but you can do it with practise!
• If the answer is plural, then do not write the
singular form. Remembers ‘birds’ is not the
same as bird.
• Ensure that you include items such as
currency symbols where necessary.
• Always check your answers when transferring
them. You can easily lose marks.
• Matching: The questions are in the order of
the recording, but the answer choices for one
question may not be. So skim the answers when
Reading through the questions.
• Matching: Listen to the entire question and
information before making an answer choice so
that you do not choose a response that has
incomplete information.
• Map Labelling: Make quick notes or drawings
to organize the information and avoid forgetting
any important information.
• Short Answer: The speaker will give you the
exact word (s) you need to write down. There is
no need to alter them to fit the passage.
• Table completion: Listen to the whole passage
carefully as there may be additional information
added to throw you off.
• Multiple Choice: As you listen to the recording,
cross out answers that you know are wrong.
Don’t choose an answer just because you hear

the same words as in the question. It is
important to know what the question is asking
and what the answer means as a whole.
• Often the speaker will give you an answer and
then correct themselves - watch out for this. It’s
a common trick.

WRITING
• Write clearly so the grader can read your
paper easily.
• Try to determine how many lines a 150 or 250
word response will take on the paper when
preparing for your IELTS Writing test so that you
know roughly how many words you have

written during the test.

• Become familiar with your common grammar
and other Writing mistakes so you know what to
look out for when checking your answers.
• When planning, underline key words and then
place points or vocabulary under them to help
you develop your answer. Don’t worry if you
don’t understand every word of the Reading—it
is more important that you are aware of the
topic and how it is developed in the text.
• We recommend that you break down your
time as follows: 10 minutes to plan, 15 minutes
for Task 1, 30 minutes for Task 2, 5 minutes to
check. Whatever time portions you choose,
make sure you keep track so you do not run out
of time.
• Task 1: Use vocabulary (formal or more
informal) that is appropriate for the person you
are writing to.
• Task 1: If asked to describe the process of a
diagram, identify all the stages to keep your
paragraph organized and complete. Use the
correct transitions to present your answer in an
organized manner.
• Task 2: Make sure you give your own view
clearly and support it effectively. Task 2: Have a
strong, organized structure to support your
position.
• Task 2: When using examples from your own
experiences, try not to make it too personal.
• Task 2: Indent your paragraphs or leave a line
between paragraphs. Give structure to each
paragraph with a topic sentence, transitions
and supporting ideas. While paying attention to
structure, it is more important to answer the
question.
• Leave time to proof read. Practice tests and
Writing exercises should help you understand
what your weaknesses are, so you can keep an
eye out for mistakes when you go back and
proof read your work.
• Do not get stuck on making each sentence
perfect because you have a limited amount of
time. It is more important to present an overall
strong response rather than have an incomplete
paper of perfect sentences.
• Highlight/circle key words.

• Don’t repeat ideas in a different way and stick
to the same topic throughout.
• Paragraph simply with one idea in each
paragraph and clearly divide paragraphs.
• Avoid informal language.
• Get used to always spending several minutes
re-reading and correcting your essays.
• Don’t memorise model answers, they won’t fit
the question and you will make more careless
mistakes.

SPEAKING
• Speak, listen and read in English before the
test, so you are “thinking in English” when you
go into the Speaking test.
• Try to use a wide range of grammar and
vocabulary during the test. The examiner can
only assess you on the language you use.
• Don’t worry if the examiner stops you before
you have finished by saying, “Thank you”. The
test is carefully timed and the timings for each
part must be followed by the examiner.
• Use a variety of words to express opinion in my opinion, I think, I feel.
• In Part 2 of the test, it is important to make
notes. Structure your 2 minute talk with
headings and keywords under those headings.
Use the preparation time to make notes on what
you plan to say so you don’t forget.
• Look at example questions, and try and group
similar answers and test yourself.
• You are marked on pronunciation. One thing
can help is correct intonation. Try not to be too
monotonous.
• Give a reason when expressing like or dislike.
I enjoy my job because... or I like doing this as..
• Just as in Writing, give support and examples
for your opinions.
• Don’t speak too fast because it is difficult to
follow. Don’t speak too slowly as you won’t be able
to say very much. Keep a mental track of time.
• Use fillers such as “Well”, “So”, “Let me see” to
give yourself time to prepare what you will say
without pausing too much.
• The areas covered are fairly predictable and
not infinite so practise at home recording ideas
onto a tape recorder.
• When you record your voice and listen to it, it
tests your ability to communicate effectively not
just your grammatical accuracy.
• Don’t learn chunks of answers. The examiner
is trained to spot this and will change the
question.
• Develop your answers as much as possible.
• Remember it is not a test of knowledge and
there is no single answer, but ensure that you
give your opinion. Don’t worry if you feel it is
not sophisticated enough.

READING
• Read the titles of all of the Readings first, this
may help you decide which to go with first.
• Underline key words, names or numbers from
the question as you read through the passage
so the information is easy to locate.
• Read instructions for each task thoroughly
and make sure to follow them. Pay attention to
the maximum number of words you may use in
your answer.
• Transfer answers as you go because you will
not be given additional time to do so.
• Be prepared for the text and questions to get
more difficult as you progress.
• Don’t leave any answers blank. There isn’t a
penalty for wrong answers. Just guess based
on the evidence.
• Get a stopwatch and time yourself with
different passages, skim, write down the
keywords and then see if you got the gist.
• You should spend around 20 minutes
completing the answers to each of the three
texts so don’t spend too much time on any one
question. Come back to more difficult questions
after you answer ones you know better.
• Review the glossary to find out meanings of
technical terms. They will make the text and
questions clearer.
• Identifying the writer’s claims and views:
Distinguish between “No” and “Not given”. The
first is saying the statement is wrong. The
second is saying there is no information.
• Where you have to write words, check spelling
carefully (the word(s) will always be in the text)
and make sure you do not write more than the
maximum word limit for that question type.
• Keep a notebook of English words you learn
and review daily.
• Do not try to read too deeply into the
questions. It could cause you to over analyse
and make incorrect inferences.
• Practice skim Reading effectively, picking up
important information and making a map in
your head of what information is where in the
passage. It helps to underline key words as you
go or make notes on the side of the text.
• Leave a question if you can’t answer. To spend
a long time on one answer is disastrous. Go back
later if you have time and guess if you have too.
• Don’t panic if you don’t know anything about
the passage. All the answers are in the passage
and you don’t need any specialist knowledge.
• Try and predict content of paragraph from the
opening sentence and look also at ways
paragraphs are organised.
• Careless mistakes cost many marks. Copy the
answer correctly if it is in the passage.
• Leave time to proof read. Through practice
tests and Writing you should become familiar
with your weaknesses so you can watch out for
them while you check.
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IELTS Test DAY ADVICE

The World’s
English Experts
Prepare for your test day;
success starts with IELTS
You will find the IELTS test centre staff
friendly, welcoming and highly professional.
They will make sure that the test is delivered
fairly and securely. Please follow their
instructions carefully.

The week before your test
• Check the date and time of your test,
and the address of the test centre. Your
centre will send you this information. If you
have any questions, contact your centre
before the test day.
• Remember to check how long it will take
you to travel to the test centre, especially if
your test is at a weekend or on a holiday.
• Get to the test early! Follow the direction
signs to find the test room or go to the
reception of the building and ask for directions.
• Take the time to read full details of the
‘IELTS test terms and conditions’ for
important information about your IELTS test day.

Special arrangements
If you have asked for special arrangements as
a result of a disability or other condition,
adjustments will be made for you on the test day.

Things to bring to the test
• Bring your identification, for example, a
passport. It must be an original (not a copy)
and must contain a photograph of you.
• Bring pens and pencils. Your centre will also
give you pens and pencils if you need them.
• You cannot have a bag at your desk;
your centre will show you where to put any
bags you have.
• You cannot bring your phone or any
other electronic devices to your desk in
the test. Your centre will tell you where to
put them during the test.
• Do not bring food or drink to your desk
in the test room (except a bottle of water).

Test Day Photography
All test locations will now take a photograph of
you on the test day, some test takes will have their
photo taken before Speaking test if schedules
before the written modules. This photograph taken
by the test centre will appear on your Test Report
Form to provide increased identity security.
Your test centre will let you know if it is going
to do this. For more information see IELTS
candidate identity verification.
Check the details that you were given when
you booked the test to make sure you take
the right ID and photographs with you.

During the test
• Listen carefully to the instructions
which the invigilator will read out.
• When you open your test papers, read the
instructions first before writing anything
• Do not talk to other people, or try to see
what they are writing.
• Make sure you follow the test
instructions. If you have any questions,
need help or want to leave the room, raise
your hand to ask for help.
• If you are doing a Listening test, check that
you can hear the test properly. Raise your hand
immediately if you cannot hear the recording.
• The Listening, Reading and Writing tests
take 2 hours 40 minutes and there are
no breaks between each part of the test.
• Please remember that you will have 10
minutes after the Listening section to fill in
your answer sheet. You will not have 10 minutes
after the Reading section, so please make sure
that you write your answers on your Reading
answer sheet as you complete each section.
• Every test room will have a clock on the
wall. Stay aware of the time so you can
complete all of your questions.
• Each part of the test has a number of
sections. Allow enough time for each
section. Some questions have suggested
time limits for you to follow.

At the end of the test
• At the end of each paper (e.g. the Writing
paper, the Reading paper, etc.), the
invigilator will tell you to stop writing.
You must stop immediately.
• Give all papers to the invigilator,
including question papers, answer sheets,
rough paper, etc.
• Always stay in your seat until the invigilator
gives you permission to leave the room.
• If you have any questions or problems, tell
the invigilator immediately.
• If you think that there have been any issues
that may have affected your performance,
tell the invigilator straightaway.
• If you want to make a complaint about
your test day, you need to do this on the
same day.
• Your invigilator will have a Test Day
Incident Form. Please fill this in if you want
to raise an issue or make a complaint.

IELTS Results
You’ll be able to preview your results online,
13 days after the main test day. Your IELTS
results (also known as your Test Report
Form) can be posted to you 13 days after
the date of the main test day upon your
request. If you would like to receive your
results by SMS please register for this
service on the test day. You will not be able
to obtain your results over the phone, by
email or by fax.

IELTS Enquiry
on Results Service
It is unusual for there to be a mistake in the
marking. However, if you believe a mistake
has occurred you can apply to our Enquiry
on Results Service to have your test
re-marked. This must be done within six
weeks of the test date. You can also choose
which sections of the test you want to
have re-marked.
There is a fee for the Enquiry on Results
service, which will be refunded should your
overall score change as a result of the
re-marking. The Enquiry on Results service
can take up to eight weeks to be
completed. Please contact us for further
information about how the service works.
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E-learning and online practice assessment
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Road to IELTS is your best possible online preparation
and practice resource for IELTS.
With over 100 hours of interactive activities, advice videos from British Council experts, hints and
tips on question types as well as downloadable practice tests; it is comprehensive, up-to-date
and aimed precisely at the challenges candidates face.

Road to IELTS is organized by skill: Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking.
Each skill area has four key resources:

• Starting out: an eBook introducing each skills area, explaining task types and providing hints
not only on how to prepare but also on how to achieve the best marks on test day.
• Advice and tutorial videos: British Council experts explain the best way to prepare for IELTS.
• Practice zone: candidates practice tackling the various question types. More than 120 hours
of focused activities!
• Test practice: candidates simulate the test experience with mock tests.

Versions
Road to IELTS is available in three different versions:
• Test Drive - This FREE version gives you all the IELTS basics.
• Last Minute - This version gives you 20 extra hours of practice materials and is available FREE
exclusively to IELTS test takers who book their test with the British Council.
• Full Version - This version includes 120 hours of practice materials.

What are the advantages for you?
• Instant Feedback - You will have instant feedback on your performance and monitor your
personal progress.
• Understand your mistakes - You can see the correct answers and receive tips and hints to help
you improve.
• Develop Conﬁdence - As the exercises are based on real IELTS test tasks, you will become
more familiar with the test and so feel more conﬁdent

Want to know more?
• Try access to 10 hours of FREE online IELTS preparation courtesy of the British Council
www.roadtoielts.com/testdrive/
• Register online to take IELTS and get free access to Road to IELTS: Last Minute version.
www.britishcouncil.org.eg/en/exam/ielts

